FOX AND                            WAR   305
and Holland, but perhaps even Spain, might recover their
Independences and afford you thus an additional security
for peace, or assistance In any renewal of the contest On
these large and liberal principles of policy, other powers
might be brought to concur with you; whereas, If you are
seen to pursue nothing but your own sordid separate
interest, you will obtain no cordial assistance, and you
will conclude no solid pacification/'1
This particular project failed, but the speech is Interest-
Ing as illustrating Fox's general Ideas on the Napoleonic
war. He believed that it was of the first Importance to
convince the peoples of Europe that their interests were
identical with those of England, and that they were not the
pawns of her ambition. Even the good wishes, he said, of
the small states who could not give any immediate assist-
ance were not to be despised. To gain the public confidence
of Europe it was necessary first of all, to put England con-
spicuously in the right, in any quarrel or negotiation with
Napoleon. Napoleon himself was as skilful as he was un-
scrupulous, in so arranging his dispositions as to impress
upon his own nation the conviction that war was not of
his seeking. It was bad policy for England to do anything
to confirm that Impression in the minds of other nations by
taking her stand on the wrong points, and by appearing to
refuse any overtures for peace. Secondly the whole plan of
stimulating, rather than reinforcing resistance to Napoleon
was mistaken, for two reasons : first It looked as If England
had her own private ends to serve In spending her millions
In keeping Europe in a state of war ; secondly no resistance
to Napoleon that was not spontaneous could really be
effective. The system of subsidising the continent to make
war against Jacobin principles, In the last great war, had In
Fox's opinion almost annihilated the influence of England
on the continent. Fox had always argued that If France
threw Europe on her resources, France would be beaten:
the best hope for England lay In winning the confidence of
1 Speeches, vol. v. p. 519 (May 24, 1803).